Select a free

1\ tree for your yard!

BUFC’s goal is to increase the canopy
coverage of the city from 29% to 35%
by planting 100,000 new trees by 2020!
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We will provide small (25’ tall at maturity)
medium (40’ to 65’) or large (over 65’) canopy trees.*

Types of trees:
® Small: Serviceberry, Paperbark Maple, or Kousa Dogwood

® Medium: Common Hackberry, Black Tupelo, or Little Leaf Linden
® Large: Red Maple, Tuliptree, or Beech
The planting location must have enough room below, around and

above to comfortably host the new tree at its mature height. The tree
must be planted on private property within the City of Boston limits.

* Please note each season the availability of trees changes.

IMPORTANT: Call DIGSAFE Before Planting!
Please call 1-888-DIG-SAFE (344-7233) at least 72 hours before digging your hole. The process is easy.
DIGSAFE members mark the areas where utility lines exist underground and need to be avoided.

Right Tree, Right Place

® Consider the south side of your home: The tree will shade your roof,
paint, and southern windows from the hot summer sun. In the winter, the sun
will shine through and warm your house.

® Watch out for the retaining wall: Place a small or medium tree at least
five feet away from a retaining wall and a large tree at least ten feet away.

® Create a visual buffer from the street: A tree between your home and
the street can act as a screen to the road.

@ Watch out for the garden: Consider future shade over a garden.




Evaluating Your Site

Root Space
How much space will the tree have for its roots?

Measure both the length and width of the space

and multiply them.

Keep in mind, a tree can fit into even
small spaces, as small as 24 square feet,
the size of a street tree pit carved out
of the sidewalk!

Soil (Dirt)
What type of soil do you have?

Squeeze a handful of your soil to determine its type.

@ Rocky soil: Large particles and rocks, falls apart in your
hand, and drains easily

® Sandy soil: Smaller particles than rocky soil, falls apart
easily when you squeeze, and drains well

@ Silty soil: Fine particles, holds its shape but will
break apart, drains slowly

@ Clay soil: Fine smooth particles, sticks together and
holds its shape, drains well but slowly

@ Disturbed soil: Building rubble present

® Compacted soil: If soil is hard to dig up, and/or in a
high traffic area, the soil is compacted

Looking Up

How much room does your tree have to grow?
Look at the space above your site.

@ Are there utility wires?

@ Other mature trees?

@ A porch or hanging eve on a roof line?
® How far above the space are they?

Use existing buildings to estimate the height of these
things; each story on a house is about 10’ tall.

Sunshine
How much sun does the site get each day
between April and October?

©® 6 hours or more
® 4-6 hours

® 2-4 hours

® less than 2 hours

Moisture

What would you consider the space for your
new tree? Dry, normal or wet?

When deciding consider that...

A mulched area has a more balanced moisture
than a grassy area because grass tends to use
up most of the available water. Lawns are con-
sidered a dry area for a new tree.

A hilltop can be windy and dry while a ravine
or the bottom of a slope tends to collect water
and drain slowly.

Awet spot for many hours afters a
rain storm indicates wet conditions.



Tree Resources

Grow Boston Greener (GBG)
Www.growbostongreener.org

For more information about the GBG initiative
“Planting 100,000 trees by 2020!"

Boston’s Urban Forest Coalition
www.bostonforest.org

Find out about the coalition that is behind GBG,
the members, and other activities they are involved in.

Boston Parks and Recreation Department
www.cityofboston.gov/parks/

The city's department dedicated to the

public green spaces of Boston.

Massachussetts Arborists Association
www.massarbor.org/

To connect with an arborist (tree expert) for help on
your tree-related issues.

UMASS Extension Services
www.umassextension.org/

For a more in-depth analysis of your soil and
its condition.

Arbor Day Foundation
www.arborday.org/
A national non-profit organization dedicated to trees.
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